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and Humanity ! Ach " ( for of course our philosophic 
archaeologist would be a German), "Ach! was fur ein 
Volk ! " Going over the future page with him, I also am 
constrained to exclaim, " Oh, what a people!" 



DUELLING AND WAR. 

As a curious commentary upon the general subject of 
war came the paper in Harper's Magazine for March, 
1887, entitled " Duelling in Paris." Entirely to my 
amazement, and I am quite sure equally to the surprise 
of a large proportion of its readers, the article showed 
that the duel, both in theory and practice, was at that 
late date the orthodox method for settling disputes among 
cultivated Frenchmen. " Never has the rapier been held 
in higher honor in France than at the present day, and 
perhaps never since the times of Richelieu and the Fronde 
has duelling been more common." Recent events show 
that this is still true in 1893. 

We rejoice to hear of its decadence in the German Uni- 
versities, but it has not lost its hold on fashionable society 
in the German empire. 

But the men of France and Germany at least have the 
courage of their convictions. They carry their belief in 
an appeal to arms as a necessity in the settlement of 
human affairs from high to low, through all the varieties 
of case and number. They apply the principle in a gen- 
eral way, and appeal to the same tribunal for the arrange- 
ment of individual as for complex difficulties. There is 
no break in their logic. It starts from an absolutely false 
principle, but we must do them the justice of confessing 
that the} T maintain the same false principle throughout. 
They do not attempt to serve a certain purpose by leaving 
their first premises in the lurch and adopting a wholly 
opposite line of argument. It is we, Americans and Eng- 
lish, who are guilty of this moral perversion. We despise 
the duel. We ignore it utterly as a standard for the reg- 
ulation of dispute or the righting of wrong. We sneer, 
from our loftier conception of reason, at the primitive 
and untrained intelligence which can see use or cause for 
such a blot upon civilization in the nineteenth century. 
And then, still sustained by the heroic sense of superi- 
ority, we calmly turn about and make our preparations 
for the greatest duel of all ; • — a duel of hundreds of thou- 
sands instead of single men ; — and we proceed to burn, to 
kill, to destroy, by every art which the ingenuity of the 
intellect can devise and the skill of the hand accomplish. 
We maim and blight thousands of lives instead of one ; 
we cripple the resources of a nation instead of a house- 
hold ; we bring despair and rebellion into whole commu- 
nities of men — and we carry away just as much triumph, 
as much reward of conscience and as much vindication of 
right, victor or vanquished, as the two men from their 
duelling field. Yet we look down upon our fiery French 
brother because he happens to be more logical than our- 
selves ! '-Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." Who was 
it that spoke of straining out the gnat and swallowing the 
camel? I would like to commend that little sentence to 
the profound attention of every man who is tempted to 
turn from the article in Harper's — and who will not be ? 
— with an emotion of self-satisfaction and serene con- 
gratulation that we are not like unto those French and 
German publicans, who offend our finer sensibilities by 
such absurdities against common sense. 



SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FRIENDS OF RUSSIAN 
FREEDOM. 

Protest Against the Russian Extradition Treaty. 

The Executive Committee of the Society of American 
Friends of Russian Freedom wish to enter their solemn 
protest against the consummation of the treaty which is 
now under consideration at Washington between the 
United States government and the Russian autocracy. 
The terms of this treaty are still officially withheld from 
the American people ; but uncontradicted rumors declare 
that it includes an extradition clause by which any person 
accused by the Russian autocracy of an attempt, from 
whatever motive, upon the life of the Czar or other mem- 
ber of the ro\ - al family, and taking refuge in this country, 
shall be returned by our authorities to be dealt with 
according to Russian practices. This treaty compromises 
the moral attitude of the American people. 

Our protest is made upon no basis of approval of 
assassination as a right or wise method in revolution. It 
is based on the fact that, however wrong such a method 
may be, men have been driven to its use by the still 
greater wrongs inflicted by the Russian autocracy on the 
Russian people. These men, however their acts and 
methods may be deplored, are not ordinary criminals, but 
are strictly what, it is understood, this treaty declares 
them not to be, — political offenders ; and we object to 
delivering up any political offenders to the Russian autoc- 
racy, because that autocracy has shown itself to be 
morally irresponsible in its treatment of political offenders, 
and inhuman in its conduct toward political thinkers who 
would not be considered offenders in anj' country governed 
by constitutional and civilized methods. 

The Russian who strikes at the Czar commits a crime 
against a person in behalf of a people. The Russian 
autocracy commits crimes against a whole people in the 
interests of a person, a family and an official class. We 
earnestly protest against the surrender of the lesser to the 
greater offender against the forms, the order and the moral 
sentiment of modern civilization. 

It is unworthy of the government and the people of the 
United States to aid in the barbarous practices of the 
Russian autocracy, which we maintain to be morally in- 
competent to try the Revolutionists whom its own despo- 
tism has created. This treaty is a treaty not with a peo- 
ple, but with a class. 

We protest, because jury trial is now almost unknown 
in Russia in political cases. 

We protest, because it would be impossible for our local 
courts, upon whom would fall the responsibility of extradi- 
tion, to weigh the evidence in such cases, by reason of the 
wide difference between Russian and American views of 
what constitutes implication in guilt. This difference is 
strikingly shown by Sect. 242 of the Russian criminal 
law, which runs as follows : 

" The ill contrivement (against the life or person or 
dignity of the Lord and Emperor) is regarded as an 
accomplished crime, not only in case an attempt has 
already been made by the wrong-doer to put his criminal 
intentions into operation, but also as soon as he has 
started any preparations whatever for this purpose, either 
by urging another person to take part in those intentions, 
or by plotting a conspiracy or starting a secret society for 
that end, or by joining such a society or conspiracy, or 
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else by expressing either by word or in writing his opinions 
and suppositions on this subject or in what other manner 
soever." 

The preceding and following sections, 241 and 243, 
provide among other things that " all persons whose 
offences fall within Sect. 242 are subject to capital punish- 
ment." Some years ago, under the operation of these 
sections, a young student of the University of Kieff, in 
whose possession pamphlets were discovered, advocating 
representative government for Russia, was charged with 
an attempt against the life of the Czar, found guilty, and 
hanged. 

We protest, finally, against this treaty, because it 
makes a concession to Russia which we have refused to 
Great Britain, and which is contrary to the general practice 
of civilized nations. An exception in favor of a despotism 
like that of the Russia of to-day would be especially repug- 
nant to the feeling of the American people, would be an 
innovation upon the recognized order among nations and 
an offence to the moral sense of mankind. 

Julia. Ward Howe. Francis J. Garrison. 

Edwin D. Mead. Edmund Noble. 

Lillie B. Chace Wyman.' Arthur Hobart. 

Pitt Dillingham. 



OUR HEROES. 
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Heroes are not for battle-fields alone, 
Inspired by martial music ; willing feet 
Bear tidings of great joy to souls they greet 

All up and down the world. Behind a throne 

They find the fettered slave, and voice this moan 
Wherever freedom speaks ; all perils meet 
Of tempest, desert, tyrant, cells retreat, 

And wear the thorns of others as their own. 

When Kennan pleads with passioned eloquence 
For patriots and exiles ; at the plow, 
Grand Tolstoi toils on with his peasants. When 

A Damien gives his life to recompense 

A leper's curse. Pity the scoffer, thou 

That sees not God shine in the hearts of men. 

— In Our Day. 



GERMAN PARLIAMENT. 

Session of the 29th or February, 1893. 

Deputy Barth : I take the liberty at the present time 
of introducing the question of the foundation of a per- 
manent tribunal of arbitration. In America the move- 
ment for arbitration has gone on steadily increasing- 
Numerous members of the English House of Commons 
and a few Peers have joined the movement. Their 
proposal to President Cleveland was received by him with 
much interest. So also in France the President of the 
Council, Mr. Floquet, expressed himself strongly in favor 
of a movement for the introduction of treaties of arbitra- 
tion between nations. In a recent discussion in the 
House of Representatives, the President of the United 
States was asked to take steps for the stipulation of simi- 
lar treaties. On the 7th of March there will be brought 
before the English House of Commons a similar motion. 
On the 4th of March, furthermore, there will be a change 
in the presidency of the United States. Mr. Cleveland 



will occupy again the presidential chair. It would be of 
great advantage to civilization if such treaties should be 
stipulated between several powers. For this reason I 
should be very glad if Germany would take an active 
part in the movement. As far as regards any application 
to European States, the matter yet lies in a very remote 
future. But an agreement with America will be suffi- 
ciently easy to give a concrete basis to the new idea. 

Secretary of State Von Marschall : We have 
received from the United States government a communi- 
cation in regard to the steps which have been taken in 
reference to the subject in question. But such communi- 
cation containing no interpretation of its meaning, we 
confined ourselves simply to acknowledging the receipt of 
it. The governments of Europe, so far as I know, have, 
up to the present time, given very little attention to these 
questions which are being pushed forward in America, 
and I do not see that this will be the case soon. 

As for Germany, we have often shown ourselves ready, 
in special cases, to have disputes settled by arbitration, 
and this we shall still do in the future according to the 
nature of the cases which may arise, but without taking a 
general obligation in advance to submit to an international 
tribunal of arbitration all differences between States, in 
order to have a solution of them by this means ; that is, 
we must take into account, as it seems to me, the present 
political situation of Europe and not bring about grave 
difficulties for Germany. ° 

Deputy Bebel : The German Empire ought not to be 
less interested in the question of a tribunal of arbitration 
than North America, England and France. The political 
condition of Europe weighs like a crushing load on all its 
populations. Every step toward preventing a catastrophe 
in Europe ought to be hailed with delight. Herr Von 
Marschall has not given a satisfactory reply. Especially 
has he not specified what would be the nature of the dif- 
ficulties into which such a proceeding would bring Germany 
in relation to other powers. If perchance the question of 
Alsace-Lorraine should be raised, Germany could meet it 
with the most perfect tranquillity. In this way she could 
prove most effectually her love for peace. Furthermore 
by such a step Germany would win the sympathy of all 
the peoples of Europe. If this step should meet with 
general favor, there would result an advance of civiliza- 
tion of the very first importance. If it should not be well 
received, Germany would, on account of having taken it 
acquire still greater prestige, because she would have' 
demonstrated that she is not animated by those purposes 
with which she is wrongly charged by other States. The 
initiative in such a movement would bring glory to the 
German government and advantage to the German people. 
The German Parliament would do well, therefore, to take 
advantage of the first opportunity which offers to enter 
upon the consideration of a proposition such as has been 
already treated by the United States Representatives. If 
the German Parliament should put forward such a prop- 
osition, the government could not oppose it. Whatever 
might be the result of such a step, we at any rate would 
acquire from it honor and glory and some real advantage. 
Chancellor Von Caprivi : Deputv Bebel has recom- 
mended to us tribunals of arbitration for the solution of 
European quarrels. He has admitted also the possibility 
that a tribunal of arbitration might bring before its bar 
the question of Alsace-Lorraine. He has likewise hinted 
that we were not without blame for the provocation of the 



